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Kaipara District Environmental Scan 2019 

Meeting: Council Briefing 
Date of meeting: 05 February 2020 
Reporting officer: Mark Schreurs, Policy Analyst 

Purpose/Ngā whāinga 

This report presents the Kaipara District Environmental Scan 2019 to elected members for 
information.   

Context/Horopaki 

The purpose of the Environmental Scan is to provide a facts based overview of the environment in 
which Kaipara District Council operates, as well as what trends are driving changes in this 
environment.  This includes information on the physical environment, demographic trends, 
economy and state of the district’s infrastructure.  While the information presented in this document 
is intended to inform decision-making, this document does not make recommendations. 

The Environmental Scan is structured around the New Zealand Treasury’s four capitals; human, 
social, natural, and financial/physical, and the four well-beings that define the purpose of local 
government; social, economic, environmental, and cultural (section 10 of the Local Government 
Act 2002).  In the Environmental Scan these are interpreted as the following sections:  

a) Kaipara – two oceans, two harbours (natural, environmental);  

b) Demography – the people and communities of Kaipara (human, social, cultural); 

c) Economy – our livelihoods (economic); and  

d) Infrastructure (financial/physical).  

The Environmental Scan pulls together information from a variety of sources, including Statistics 
New Zealand and Infometrics, as well as an analysis of Council’s internal records (e.g. resource 
consent data).  It also draws on a variety of technical reports available to Council.  However, no 
primary research on the part of Council staff was undertaken in developing the document.    

Discussion/Ngā kōrerorero 

The Environmental Scan is a key document informing the development of Kaipara District 
Council’s next Long Term Plan and 30 Year Infrastructure Strategy.  It also serves as a reference 
document for Council staff when developing other plans and strategies.  The Environmental Scan 
is prepared every three years at around the same time as the Local Body Elections so it can be 
available to inform newly elected members of the environment in which the Council operates.  The 
Environmental Scan is also made available to the public on Council’s website, both for their 
information and to provide an easy source of data that can be quoted in support of applications and 
submissions – e.g. community groups and clubs applying for funding may want to support their 
application by explaining how their local population has grown.   

This Environmental Scan is dated October 2019 and presents the most current data available at 
that time.  While the data presented in this report is constantly being updated and more recent data 
is now available, it is not possible to constantly keep updating the report.  That said, staff have 
been monitoring recent data releases and are satisfied that the trends reported in the 
Environmental Scan have not changed even if the latest figures showing where these trends are 
up to has been updated.   

Next steps/E whaiake nei 

The Environmental Scan will be used to inform Council’s future plans. It will be made available 
publicly via our website. 
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Attachments/Ngā tapiritanga 
 Title 

A Kaipara District Environmental Scan 2019 

Mark Schreurs, 18 December 2019 

 


